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Colophon
A workbook for the weekly Torah portion based on the commentary of Rashi; includes holiday
questions.

Second edition. Version 2023-04-09. Published by the Open Torah Project .

This is a re-publication of Rabbi WichninÕs Chumash Questions book, first edition of which,
published in 1995, is long since out of print. People who made this publication possible are listed in
the Acknowledgements .

Corrections, additions and suggestions are welcome at dub@chumashquestions.org .

The book is hosted by GitHub Pages  at www.chumashquestions.org  in multiple formats: chunked
HTML , one HTML file , PDF.

The sources are hosted by GitHub  at github.com/opentorah/chumashquestions.org . Google Drive
was used for optical character recognition. Book sources in Asciidoc  authored in IntelliJ Idea . Built
with Gradle  using Asciidoctor Gradle plugin .

Copyright 1995-2023 by the Wichnin family. On behalf of the copyright holders, Rabbi Nachmon
Dov Wichnin re-licensed the book, making it available to be widely distributed, printed, copied and
used. The book is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives
4.0 International License .
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Dedication
This publication is dedicated to the Lubavitcher Rebbe to whom the author, Rabbi Dovid Wichnin,
was mekushar  with every fiber of his being and whose shlichus  he carried out with the utmost
devotion.
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Rabbi Dovid Wichnin, 1938-1995
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Rabbi, teacher, mentor, counselor, guide, mashpia . Which word best describes Rabbi Dovid
Wichnin, zÓl? All of the above and more. In a word, he was a Chossid of the Rebbe striving to carry
out his shlichus .

For 18 years, Rabbi David Wichnin was the Rosh Yeshiva of the Rabbinical College of AmericaÕs
Yeshiva Tiferes Bachurim in Morristown, NJ, one of the largest yeshivas in America for baalei
teshuva  (Jews who have returned to the Judaism of their ancestors). With humor, discipline and
love, Rabbi Wichnin taught and guided thousands of students over the years. Students remember
Rabbi Wichnin as both a tough and compassionate teacher and role-model who lead the yeshiva
with exuberance.

He also helped hundreds more as the rabbi of the Tzemach Tzedek shul in Monsey, NY, where he
lived with his wife and three children. He was sought out often for marital advice and performed
immeasurable acts of kindness (often in secret), and carried out the mivtzoyim  (mitzvah
campaigns) of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

Chaim Dovid Nota Wichnin was born in 1938 in Bobroisk, White Russia, to Rabbi Nachman Dov and
Faigy. Not long after his birth, his family fled to southeastern Russia Ñ as did many Lubavitcher
Chassidim during World War II Ñ to escape the Nazis. In the winter of 1941, his mother and sister
Hinda died in Samarkand, Russia. In 1946, he and his father fled from Russia, through Poland and
Austria until they finally arrived in France. He remained in Paris where he attended Yeshiva until
1951.

In 1951, Rabbi Wichnin and his father immigrated to Canada, settling in Montreal. He learned at the
Lubavitch Yeshiva in Montreal where he began to demonstrate his brilliance as a Torah scholar. In
1962 he received smicha  (rabbinical ordination) from the Rabbinical College of CanadaÕs Yeshiva
Tomchei Temimim in Montreal.

In 1965, he began a long career as an educator when he took a position as a teacher at Central High
School for Girls in Brooklyn, NY, where he taught until 1972. He moved to Brookline, Mass, in 1972,
where he became principal of the New England Hebrew Day Academy until 1977. While living in
Brookline, Rabbi Wichnin became a favorite of Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, zÓl, the late Torah
authority and leader. In 1977 Rabbi Wichnin took on a new challenge, joining the staff of Tiferes
Bachurim in Morristown where he helped establish it as a first-rate Torah learning center.

5



Foreword
Anyone who has ever been a student at Yeshivas Tiferes Bachurim knows that one of the regular
features of the yeshiva seder was Rabbi WichninÕs Chumash questions. Weekly he would stand at
the bimah  at the center of the beis medrash , and with wit and wisdom review the timely Torah
portion, using a series of penetrating questions he developed over the years. Whether these Ôparsha
sheetsÕ contained nineteen or ninety-nine questions, each student was required to complete them
on his own time outside his already rigorous schedule. During his weekly review, no student was
exempt from being called upon by name to answer at least one of the questions. Even though Rabbi
Wichnin demanded unambiguous and thorough answers, he was nevertheless gifted at making his
students comfortable.

While still a student in yeshiva, I realized the value of these questions and gathered the well-worn,
xeroxed parsha sheets, collected over the years, and presented to Rabbi Wichnin the idea of
printing them in book form. Such a workbook would be made available to each yeshiva student in
order that he would have yearÕs worth of parsha sheets at his fingertips, rather than collect them
on a weekly basis.

Rabbi Wichnin explained that the idea was not a novel one, but that no one had ever taken the
initiative to carry it out. Without hesitation, the original questions were re-typed and the process of
producing a workbook was set in motion. Rabbi Wichnin agreed to write the questions on the three
parshas Bereishis , Haazenu ! and Vezos Habracha . (Since the yeshiva seder was not in session during
the [yomim-tovim] , questions had not been written for these three parshahs.) Unfortunately, Rabbi
Wichnin never had the opportunity to write the three missing parsha sheets, nor to edit this book.

Now more than ever, Rabbi WichninÕs students and former students are eager to have their
beloved teacherÕs Chumash questions in hand once again. With the help of the alumni of Yeshivas
Tiferes Bachurim, members of the Morristown community, friends, family and colleagues, Rabbi
WichninÕs serious educational work has been transformed from the humble handouts into this
handy workbook.

It is our hope that questions from the missing parshios, modeled after Rabbi WichninÕs distinctive
style Ñ along with a book of answers Ñ will be written and published for the world to benefit from.
In the meantime, this workbook has been prepared especially for the 26th of Av, to honor Rabbi
Wichnin on the day of his shloshim .

May the learning that comes forth from this book bring an aliyah  for Rabbi WichninÕs neshamah ,
and may our increased learning merit us all to see techiyas hameisim , and the hisgalus  of Melech
HaMoshiach , when we will once again learn from our Rebbe, as well as from our beloved teacher
and Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Wichnin. May it happen teichef umiyad mamash  Ñ speedily and in our
days!

Yosef Chaim Lester

26 Menachem Av 5755

Morristown, NJ
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Introduction
The Chumash Questions  is a powerful tool for anyone who wants to understand the Five Books of
Moses. This questions, in the form of weekly sheets on each Torah portion, were formulated by
Rabbi Dovid Wichnin, o.b.m, the Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Tiferes Bachurim, in Morristown, New
Jersey from 1978-1995. A master teacher, Rabbi Wichnin crafted his questions to allow the
yeshivahÕs entire range of students, from beginners to scholars, to sharpen their Chumash
comprehension skills. Over the course of nearly twenty years, thousands of students have used
these questions to attain a comprehensive understanding of the written Torah by understanding
the most fundamental commentary Ñ that of Rashi.

Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaky, better known by the acronym Rashi, lived in France from 1040-1105 and is
unarguably the most widely studied Torah scholar in history. In fact, the Shulchon Oruch  states that
one might fulfill the requisite, Ò Shnayim mikrah vÕechad targum Ó (reading the weekly portion
twice, and a translation once) by reading RashiÕs commentary on the verse. Still, it is advisable to
read it with the customary translation of Onkelus. Nevertheless, a G-d-fearing person will also be
sure to read the Torah portion with RashiÕs commentary each week.

The commentary, which is printed in virtually every edition of the Torah, is a strict adherence to
the pshat  Ñ the simple meaning of the verse. Rashi himself emphasized that his goal was to make
the Torah clear to virtually every student of the Written Torah, starting with Ô ben chameish
lemikrah Õ Ñ a five-year-old child who commences the study of the scripture Ñ to the most erudite
scholar who must still keep in mind that the simple meaning of the verse will always remain.

Yet the saintly Shelah, Rabbi Yeshayah Horowitz, noted that within RashiÕs commentary on
Chumash are hidden the secrets of the Torah. And the first Lubavitcher Rebbe, the Alter Rebbe,
called RashiÕs commentary Òthe wine of the Torah,Ó explaining that it opens the heart and reveals
oneÕs essential love and fear of G-d.

When the Previous Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson, o.b.m, instituted the Chitas Ñ a daily
schedule of Torah, Psalms, and Tanya study, he stipulated that the Torah selection must be read
with RashiÕs commentary. As he explained in one of his discourses, ÒIt is necessary to study some of
the Written Torah daily with Rashi, for his commentaries are the terumos  Ñ the most select portion
Ñ of the interpretations of our Sages.Ó

Many commentators, including such Torah giants as the Mizrachi, the Maharal of Prague, the Baal
Halevushim, and the Taz, have written books that discuss the subtleties of RashiÕs commentary on
the Torah.

Of special note is the Lubavitcher RebbeÕs contribution to Rashi scholarship. In 1965, after the
passing of his saintly mother, the Rebbetzin Chana, the Rebbe would dedicate a portion of his
Shabbos talks to explaining a section of Rashi for that weekÕs Torah portion. He did this for more
than two decades, bringing to light the full range of meaning encoded within RashiÕs often-terse
words. Hundreds of his novel explanations are published in Likutei Sichos , his collected talks, as
well as Biurim LÕpeirush Rashi , a five-volume set of books exclusively on the RebbeÕs Rashi
novellae.

While RashiÕs commentary is essentially a collection of answers to the problems that one could
raise about the simple meaning of the Chumash text, Rashi does not specify which question he is
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resolving. In order to teach RashiÕs commentary to the yeshiva students, Rabbi Wichnin put into
writing some of RashiÕs questions on each Torah portions. Most questions will find their answer in
one of RashiÕs commentaries of the Torah.

These questions stimulate and challenge the mind. Even after mastering the simple meaning, the
student who uses The Chumash Questions  will come to appreciate Rashi in a new light. And in so
doing, he or she will not only gain insight into RashiÕs commentary, but an even greater insight into
G-dÕs Torah.
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Notes

Holiday Questions
In addition to the Chumash Questions, Rabbi Wichnin also supplied his students with worksheets
on the Jewish festivals, high holidays, and Chassidic holidays. These questions range from very
simplistic to quite sophisticated, in order to accommodate the variety of yeshiva students. For most
of the simple questions, the beginning student will find the answers in the Kitzur Shulchon Oruch
and for some of the more difficult questions, the more advanced student will find the answers in
the Shulchon Oruch of the Alter Rebbe. The halachic worksheets were obviously geared to the
newcomer; nonetheless, everyone can benefit from these questions as preparation for the holidays.

Editing
This publication is designed to be an accurate rendering of the authorÕs original work, which
consisted of loose handouts intended for internal yeshiva use. They were not edited by the author
nor prepared for publication and should, therefore, be viewed in this light.

Typographic Conventions
For the convenience of the reader, Hebrew words are italicized the first time they appear in the
text. (These first mentions are often followed by a definition in parentheses.) Subsequent
occurrences are set in standard (roman) type.

A Special Request
The Wichnin family asks that if anyone has personal stories, memorabilia, letters, pictures, etc., to
please forward a copy to them at:

Wichnin Family
119 West Maple Avenue
Monsey, NY 10952
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Chumash Bereishis
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Bereishis
These questions for parshas Bereishis (which were found in handwritten form) were discovered
while The Chumash Questions  was in the process of being printed. It is quite clear that they are
incomplete and, therefore, it is also possible that they are a first draft. Nevertheless, they are a
valuable addition to the book, and have been included as an insert, in the absence of anything more
authoritative.

1. According to Rabbi Yitzchok, which way should the Torah have started? Why?

2. And why did the Torah start with the story of creation?

3. Prove that the Torah does not teach us the order of creation.

4. How did our sages explain the meaning of Bereishis?

5. Which physical elements were definitely created before Heaven and Earth?

6. How did the actual creation ÔchangeÕ from the original plan (because the world couldnÕt cope
with it)? Proof?

7. Is darkness a creation or is it only the absence of light? Proof?

8. What was hovering on the water?

9. How was the light created?

10. Why was a separation made between light and darkness? (Two reasons.)

11. Why does it say Òone dayÓ instead of Òthe first dayÓ?

12. According to Rashi, when were the angels created?

13. Was the sky created on the first day or the second day?

14. How did the upper waters remain standing in their place?

15. Why is Òki tovÓ not mentioned on the second day but mentioned twice on the third?

16. Why is heaven called shamayim? (Three reasons.)

17. If all the seas are really one body of water, why are they called Òseas,Ó in plural, instead of Òsea,Ó
in the singular?

18. The earth didnÕt produce the trees properly. Explain.

19. Was the earth ever punished? Explain.

11



Noach
1. Why are NoachÕs qualities, instead of his sonsÕ names, mentioned in the first posuk ?

2. ÒIn his generations,Ó etc. (posuk  1) What is the dispute among Chazal (our Sages) about this?

3. How does Noach compare to AvrohomÕs greatness? Proof?

4. What were the three major sins of the generation of the flood?

5. Did good people also suffer in the flood? Proof? Reason?

6. Which sin caused their final verdict to be sealed against them? Proof?

7. For how many years did Noach build the taiva  (ark/box)? Why was this  safety method used?

8. How was MosheÕs taiva  built differently than NoachÕs? Why?

9. What were the dimensions of the taiva ? How many floors were there? Their uses?

10. Why was its roof made narrow? Why was its door on its side?

11. How did they get light into the taiva ? (Two opinions.)

12. In punishing the human race, Hashem partly agreed with advice of long ago. Explain.

13. What are the three meanings of the word mabul ? Why was a covenant  necessary?

14. Since many of the animals became perverted, how did Noach know whom to admit?

15. Were there any species of animals that were not saved? Which kind of species came in pairs?

16. Prove that in the presence of a person we do not praise his good qualities too highly. Why? And
in his absence? Proof?

17. Prove that Noach studied and knew Torah. How about Avrohom?

18. Why did Noach take in seven pairs of kosher animals, but only one  pair of others?

19. It does not mention whether the seven pairs of birds were kosher ones. Were they? Proof?

20. Why was there an additional wait of seven days (+120 years) before the mabul  started?

21. How many days did it rain? Why that number?

22. In pesukim  6:22 and  7:5 it says, ÒAnd Noach did,Ó etc. Why the repetition?

23. Why were the men and women prohibited from cohabitation in the taiva ?

24. How old was Noach when the mabul  started? And his sons? (Check Bereishis 5:32.)

25. Was Noach absolutely certain in his belief that the mabul  would come? Proof?

26. The mabul  started in the second  month. Which month was it, according to the Sages?

27. First it says the mabul  came, and later it says the rain  came. How do we resolve this?

28. Why was it necessary to state, ÒIn the midst  of that day Noach came in,Ó etc?

29. Many people were killed ( not  drowned) right after Noach entered the taiva . Why?

30. How deep was the taiva  in the water when it was carried by the mabul ?

31. The waters went higher than the tallest mountains. How much higher?

32. Which living species were safe even though they werenÕt in the taiva ? Proof? Why?
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33. In what kind of health condition did Noach survive? Why?

34. Why is HashemÕs Name of Judgment mentioned in connection with stopping the mabul ?

35. Was Noach doing anything to stop the mabul  while he was inside?

36. When Hashem decided to destroy this generation, His Name of Mercy is used. Why?

37. Which merits of the animal inhabitants of the taiva  did Hashem remember?

38. Why doesnÕt it say, Òall  the springs closed up,Ó as it says at the opening of the parsha?

39. If the taiva Õs ÔWindowÕ was a precious stone, what does it mean that ÒNoach opened the
windowÓ (to send out the birds)?

40. The raven didnÕt go where Noach sent him. Where did  he go? Why?

41. It says that the raven had another destination later in history. Which?

42. The dove ( yona !) was sent out many times. How many? What happened each time?

43. What was the symbol of the olive leaves in the doveÕs mouth?

44. How long did the whole mabul  experience last?

45. In which month did the water dry? When did the earth  dry completely?

46. In what way can it be said that the taiva  was a foretaste of Moshiach 's times?

47. What behavior were the animals committed to after leaving the taiva ?

48. From which kinds of animals and birds did Noach take korbanos  (sacrifices)? (See 8:19.)

49. How did Noach know that he had to bring korbanos ?

50. What promise did Hashem make after NoachÕs korbanos ?

51. What reason did He give for His promise? (See 6:5.)

52. When does a person get his yetzeÕr horah (evil inclination)? Explain.

53. In the haftorah of this parsha, it says that Hashem made an oath for the future. Where is this
hinted here?

54. Into how many seasons is the year divided here? Which months are included in each?

55. How were the seasons affected during the period of the mabul ?

56. What kind of power was given to the human beings over the animals?

57. What new kind of food was the new generation allowed to eat? Why?

58. What kind of meat and blood were nevertheless forbidden to them? Why?

59. The taking of human life became forbidden to all . Explain.

60. When is a murderer punished by a human court and when by Hashem?

61. Why is it forbidden to destroy human life but not animal life?

62. It is said that we have a reference here to the punishment of Olom Haboh  (the World to Come).
Explain.

63. ÒBe fruitful and multiply,Ó etc. This was already said to Adam; why the repetition?

64. Noach was still worried. Why? What assurance did he get now?
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65. What does the rainbow symbolize? Did all generations need it? Why?

66. If everything was destroyed, how was Noach able to plant a vineyard?

67. The planting of this vineyard was a mistake. Why? Who else sinned with wine?

68. NoachÕs three sons behaved quite differently during their fatherÕs trouble. Explain.

69. What special reward did Shem get? Why? And Yefes?

70. What was the curse that Noach put on Cnaan? Why?

71. What is hinted here about the difference between the first and second Beis Hamikdash
(Sanctuary)?

72. Who was Nimrod? What were his activities? How did Ashur react to them?

73. There was a prophet in those days called Eiver. What was his prophecy?

74. ÒThey spoke one language.Ó Which? ÒThey had one idea.Ó What are the opinions about this?

75. ÒAnd Hashem came down to see,Ó etc. What lesson is given here to human judges?

76. ÒThe sons of AdamÓ (11:5). Why are they connected here to Adam?

77. What was the punishment of the dor haflaga  (generation of dispersion)?

78. That generation, unlike the generation of the mabul , has lost their share in Olom Haboh . What
great lesson do we learn here about peace and harmony?

79. How did Terach cause the death of his son Horon?

80. What was the difference between AvrohomÕs faith and that of Horon?

81. Sara was called Yiska !. What are the various meanings of this name?

82. ÒAnd Terach died in Choron.Ó Did he actually die at this time? Explain.

83. Until Avrohom there was HashemÕs anger in the world. And with Avrohom?
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Lech Lecha
1. Which benefits was Avrohom promised for leaving his land?

2. What power was Avrohom given over divine blessings?

3. What honors are each of the Avos (Patriarchs) given in Shmoneh Esrei? What special honor
does Avrohom get?

4. Why didnÕt Hashem tell Avrohom to which land he should go?

5. What are two other examples in which a destination was concealed?

6. ÒAnd the souls (people) they made in Choron,Ó etc. Give two interpretations of this.

7. Why did Avrohom go to ShÕchem? To Eilon Moreh? (Think about future connections.)

8. Who ruled Eretz Yisroel at that time? Who ruled it before?

9. Avrohom built two altars. Why? Whose tent did he pitch first? Why?

10. In which direction was Avrohom travelling in Eretz Yisroel? Toward which city?

11. ÒThere was a famine in the land.Ó Which land? What was its purpose?

12. ÒNow I know that you are beautiful.Ó Give three interpretations for this statement.

13. ÒAnd it was when Avrohom came to Mitzrayim  (Egypt),Ó etc. Where was Sara?

14. What will be the reward of those who bless Avrohom? And the punishment of those who curse
him?

15. How old was Avrohom when he left home? Who went along with him?

16. What was Sara supposed to tell the Egyptians? What was AvrohomÕs fear?

17. What happened to Sara as soon as she was seen by the officers?

18. How was Avrohom treated by Paroh? Who was punished with Paroh?

19. What was ParohÕs complaint to Avrohom? What did Paroh do after that?

20. What was LotÕs financial situation? Why? What problem resulted from it?

21. Avrohom travelled by using the same ÔhotelsÕ as he used before. What lesson is derived from it?

22. Besides building altars (and offering sacrifices), what else did Avrohom do?

23. LotÕs shepherds argued with AvrohomÕs shepherds. What was their argument? Who was right?
Why?

24. What offer did Avrohom make to settle the argument?

25. Where did Lot choose for his place of residence? Why? (Two reasons.)

26. What was LotÕs real motive for moving away from Avrohom?

27. What were the specific faults of the residents of Sdom?

28. What special ÔrewardÕ did Avrohom receive from Hashem after LotÕs departure?

29. In 13:15-17 there are promises which seem to have been made in posuk  12:7. Is it a repetition?
Are there any differences? Additions? Explain.

30. Four kings were fighting against five kings. Why? Who won?
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31. Why did Avrohom get involved in this war? Who went along to fight?

32. What kind of miracle happened to the King of Sdom? For What purpose?

33. ÒAnd he pursued the enemy till Dan.Ó What caused him to stop there?

34. Who were AvrohomÕs close friends? What advice did they give him?

35. According to our Sages, the night was ÔdividedÕ for Avrohom. Explain.

36. Did Avrohom succeed in this battle? Who greeted him afterwards?

37. Why was Ôthe Valley of the KingÕ (14:17) named this way?

38. Who was Malki Tzedek? What did he bring out to Avrohom? Why?

39. ÒAnd he (Avrohom) gave him a tenth (tithe) from all.Ó Why?

40. What offer did the King of Sdom make to Avrohom? AvrohomÕs response? Why?

41. Yet, Avrohom did accept payment for the effort of others. Whom?

42. Which important principle of fairness did King David learn from Avrohom?

43. What was worrying Avrohom after his victory in the war?

44. What assurances did Hashem give him?

45. Was Avrohom satisfied with the new promises? Why?

46. Why was Eliezer (the servant) called Damesek? (Two reasons.)

47. When Hashem assured Avrohom that his own son will inherit him, He took him outside to look
at the stars. Why?

48. Did Avrohom request a sign from Hashem that He will deliver His promise? Why?

49. Did Avrohom request a sign concerning the inheritance of the land? (Two answers.)

50. How is the story of the Ôcovenant between the slicesÕ related here?

51. What kinds of animals was Avrohom commanded to take?

52. ÒAnd the bird he did not cut up.Ó Why? Why were the others cut up?

53. What is the symbolism in AvrohomÕs driving away the birds from the carcasses?

54. A fear and a darkness befell Avrohom. What did this symbolize?

55. What did Hashem tell Avrohom during this covenant? (Six or seven things.)

56. How was HashemÕs presence seen during the covenant?

57. Did the exile in Egypt really last 400 years? Explain.

58. What promises did Avrohom get about Yishmael and Eisov?

59. Was it good news for Avrohom that he will return peacefully to his father ?

60. ÒThe fourth generation will return here,Ó etc. Where? What do we learn from here about
HashemÕs fairness?

61. ÒTo your Children I have given  this Land.Ó But it has not been received yet. Explain.

62. In Eretz Yisroel there were ten nations. How many did we receive? What about the others?

63. Why is the river Prass (Euphrates) called Ôthe great riverÕ?
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64. ÒAfter ten years  of AvrohomÕs residence in the Land .Ó Why are these facts mentioned?

65. Why did Sara become ÔlightÕ (worthless) in her maidÕs (HagarÕs) eyes?

66. Why was Sara angry at her husband?

67. What did the Angel tell Hagar about her future?

68. How did the Angel describe the child Hagar will have?

69. Prove that Hagar was used to seeing Angels in AvrohomÕs house.

70. How did Avrohom know to name HagarÕs son Yishmael?

71. Why is it mentioned that Avrohom was 86 years old at YishmaelÕs birth?

72. What did Hashem tell Avrohom about the benefit of circumcision?

73. Why did Avrohom fall on his face when Hashem appeared to him?

74. What is the significance of AvrohomÕs name change? (Two reasons.)

75. Who else had to be circumcised besides the members of the family?

76. If a child is not circumcised, who gets punished? When? How?

77. What is the significance of SaraÕs name change?

78. What was the special blessing Sara received? How did people find out?

79. What were Avrohom and SaraÕs reactions to the promise of a child at old age?

80. WerenÕt earlier generations giving birth at older ages? WhatÕs the wonder here?

81. What was AvrohomÕs request to Hashem about Yishmael? The response?

82. What is the meaning of the name Yitzchak? (Two things.)

83. What covenant was Hashem promising to establish with Yitzchak?

84. In Tanya (ch. 23) it says that the Avos were like a merkava  (chariot to Hashem). Prove it from a
posuk  in this parsha .

85. Why does it emphasize Ò in the midst of that day  (they were circumcised)Ó?
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Vayeira
1. Why did Hashem appear to Avrohom on that day ? Why in that place?

2. Why did Hashem send the three angels to Avrohom?

3. Was it necessary to send three angels? Why? Which angel did two jobs?

4. How is the heart of an angel different from the human heart? How do we know?

5. How do we know that a person must not change the local custom?

6. How many oxen did Avrohom prepare? Why? Who was the boy helping him?

7. Who were the first ones to give and receive kos shel brocho  (lit. Ôcup of blessingÕ)? Proof?

8. Which fact (quote) was changed by the Torah for the sake of peace?

9. How do we see the great power of charity for the poor?

10. What did Hashem not want to do without informing Avrohom? Why?

11. Hashem said that He loves Avrohom. Why?

12. How do we know that a person who leaves a son, a tzadik  (righteous person), lives on and on?

13. ÒI shall descend and see,Ó etc. What does this teach judges to do?

14. What was AvrohomÕs major line of defense for Sdom?

15. ÒAnd I am sand and ashes.Ó What did Avrohom mean here?

16. In Tanya there is a special interpretation of the above words. What is it?

17. If there had been 45 tzadikim  in all five sinful towns, would they have survived? Why?

18. How many angels came to Sdom? Where was another one?

19. Avrohom and Lot asked the angels to wash their feet, but in a different order. Why? (Find a
contradiction between two comments of Rashi.)

20. How do we know that one should not refuse the request of a great person?

21. How did the people of Sdom rebuke Lot? What position did he have in that city?

22. What did the angels do to Lot when he took his time trying to save his possessions?

23. Why did Lot think he would be in danger if he escaped to the mountain?

24. The town of Tzoar was safe for Lot. Why was it better than Sdom?

25. At what time of day was Sdom destroyed? Why that time?

26. What was the angelsÕ punishment and why did they deserve it?

27. LotÕs wife didnÕt survive. Why? How was she punished? Why?

28. Is it better to live in an old city or in a new one? Prove it.

29. For which merit was Lot saved? How do we know?

30. Bring a proof that lack of yiras shamayim  (fear of Heaven) can lead to murder.

31. How do we know that praying for someone else brings fast results for the one who prays?

32. What was the dispute between Avrohom and Sara?
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33. Who was right? How do we know that Sara was greater in prophecy?

34. What answer did Hashem give to the angels about saving YishmaelÕs life?

35. How is the story of the akeidah  (binding) connected to the previous event?

36. Where is Eretz Hamoriyah? Why is it given that name?

37. Why was Avrohom shown the place on the third day?

38. The knife is called maÕacheles. Why?

39. Why was this (tenth) test more convincing than the previous nine?

40. Since when was the ram prepared? What caused his horns to entangle?

41. How did the Jewish nation use the akeidah  story effectively?

42. What are the purposes of reading this story every day in Shacharis  (morning prayer)?

43. What point do the last five pesukim  convey?

44. Bring three proofs that a personÕs main credit with Hashem is for honest effort  and not for
accomplishment.
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Chayei Sara
1. Why is the word shonoh  (year) repeated in the first posuk ?

2. Did Sara have a good life? What about the troubles?

3. Why was Hebron called Kiryas Arba  (City of Four)? Is there a city by this name today? Where?

4. Why is SaraÕs death mentioned right after the akeidah ?

5. When Avrohom says, ÒI am a newcomer and an old settler,Ó What does he mean? (See posuk  4.)

6. Why was the Meoros Hamachpeila  called by this name?

7. What was special about Efron? Was he a nice person?

8. How does the Torah hint to us about EfronÕs character?

9. Did AvrohomÕs work make a difference in HashemÕs Kingship?

10. What did Avrohom ask from Eliezer? Why was it necessary (in your opinion)?

11. What did Avrohom warn him about? What question did Eliezer ask Avrohom about it?

12. Why didnÕt Avrohom want Yitzchak to marry a girl from the local population (the people of
Cnaan)?

13. How were AvrohomÕs camels recognizable in the street?

14. Eliezer had Òall his masterÕs riches in his hand .Ó How?

15. What kind of midoh  (trait) was the girl supposed to have? Why?

16. How did Eliezer recognize that Rivkah was a special person (even before he spoke to her)?

17. In what way did Rivkah offer to give more than she was asked?

18. What was symbolized by the jewelry that Eliezer gave her? (Check the numbers.)

19. Why did he ask her who she was after  giving her the gifts?

20. What did Eliezer do and say after Rivkah invited him to the house?

21. Why did Lavan run so fast to greet Eliezer?

22. Did Eliezer have any personal plans for Yitzchak? Proof?

23. Why did Avrohom reject these plans?

24. How do we know that Eliezer had kfitzas haderech  (a miracle to quicken his trip) and why was
it necessary (in your opinion)?

25. How do we know that the talk and stories of the Avos and their servants are more precious than
our Torah learning?

26. How many times is EliezerÕs story repeated in the parsha? Do you notice any changes in the
recounting?

27. How do we know that even non-Jews believed that a shidduch  (match) is bashert  (predestined)?

28. How can we tell that RivkahÕs brother was a rasha  (sinner)?

29. How do we know that one must thank Hashem for good news?

30. What happened to Besueil? How do we know?
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31. From where do we learn that a woman must be asked whether she consents to a marriage and
cannot be forced into it by her parents?

32. What ÔdaringÕ answer did Rivkah give to her family?

33. What was Yitzchak doing when Rivkah arrived?

34. What were the special miracles and blessings that Sara had in her tent? Did Rivkah have them?
Proof?

35. What kind of special gift  did Yitzchak get from his father?

36. What strange gift  did the other children get?

37. Why is the word shonoh  repeated in connection with AvrohomÕs passing?

38. How do we know that Yishmael did teshuvah  (repented)?

39. Why was Avrohom afraid to bless Yitzchak? What did Hashem do?

40. Which mitzvoh did Hashem do after AvrohomÕs passing?

41. Where is Minchah  (afternoon) davening mentioned in this parsha?

42. In this parsha there is a special hint to one of RebbeÕs main mivtzoyim . Where?
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Toldos
1. Why was YitzchakÕs face (miraculously) made to look exactly like AvrohomÕs?

2. How old was Yitzchak when he returned from the akeidah ? Proof?

3. Why does it mention again whose daughter and sister Rivkah was?

4. Did Yitzchak pray alone? To Whom did Hashem respond? Why?

5. What problems did Rivkah experience in her pregnancy? Why? (Two reasons.)

6. What did Rivkah do about her troubles? Did she get an answer? What?

7. In what connection are the names of Rebbi and Antoninus mentioned here?

8. What was the prediction about RivkahÕs children and their greatness?

9. What was the difference between RivkahÕs twins and TamarÕs twins?

10. What were the physical characteristics of Eisov? Why was be given that name?

11. What is the symbolism of Yaakov holding onto EisovÕs heel (Royalty)?

12. Who gave Eisov his name? And YaakovÕs name? Why?

13. When did people realize the personality differences between the two brothers? How?

14. What was EisovÕs main occupation? And YaakovÕs?

15. What kind of questions did Eisov ask his father? What for?

16. Yaakov is described as a Ôtam Õ and a Ôsitter in tents.Õ Explain.

17. Why did Yaakov cook a soup of lentils  on that day ?

18. A strange connection: Avrohom was promised Ôgood old ageÕ; therefore he died earlier. How
much earlier? Explain the connection.

19. Why was Yaakov interested in purchasing the bechorah  (birthright)?

20. Why did Eisov decide that the bechorah  is not for him?

21. Which words does the Torah use to emphasize that Eisov sold it voluntarily?

22. Because Yitzchak was holy like an Olah  (sacrifice) he couldnÕt do two things. What?

23. ÒBecause Avrohom kept My commandments,Ó etc. Explain the five categories.

24. Yitzchak was blessed immensely under very difficult agricultural conditions. Explain.

25. What did the Plishtim do to YitzchakÕs wells? Reasons (the real, and the other)?

26. Why were YitzchakÕs new wells called Esek, Sitnah , Rechovos, and Shiveh ?

27. After Avimelech sent  Yitzchak away, he came down to visit  Yitzchak. What reasons did
Avimelech give for both actions?

28. Why was the city of BeÕer Sheva called by that name? In which part of the country is it?

29. Did EisovÕs new wives bring nachas  (pleasure) to his parents? Explain.

30. Toward his old age, Yitzchak became almost blind. Give three reasons for this.

31. Why did Yitzchak think that his life might be nearing an end at that time?
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32. Eisov was asked to prepare the meat in kosher ways. How?

33. What right did Rivkah have to use two goats for this meal?

34. Did Yitzchak really need two goats for one meal?

35. On what grounds did Yaakov object to his motherÕs instruction?

36. Why did Rivkah have in her possession EisovÕs fancy garments?

37. What was the first question Yaakov was asked by his father? His answer?

38. But Yitzchak wasnÕt satisfied, so he asked Yaakov to come closer. Why?

39. What was YitzchakÕs comment after touching Yaakov?

40. How was YaakovÕs voice different than EisovÕs in content ?

41. Why was Yitzchak so impressed with YaakovÕs garments?

42. How was EisovÕs blessing different than YaakovÕs in the first sentence? Why?

43. Why was Yitzchak so scared when Eisov walked in? (Two reasons.)

44. How many blessings can you find in YaakovÕs brocho ?

45. What did Eisov say about his brother after hearing what happened?

46. When will Eisov have a right to free himself from YaakovÕs rule?

47. How did Rivkah know what Eisov was planning?

48. What advice did Yaakov get to save himself from Eisov?

49. How did Rivkah convince Yitzchak of her plan?

50. Which blessing(s) did Yaakov get from his father before leaving?

51. On which item does Rashi comment, ÒI donÕt know what it teaches usÓ?

52. Eisov married YishmaelÕs daughter. What reason is mentioned for this?

53. What is so special about Rosh Chodesh Kislev since 1977, and what connection is there in this
parsha to that event?
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Vayeitzei
1. Why is YaakovÕs story of departure from home repeated here?

2. What happens to the city when the tzadik departs from it?

3. What was the name of the special place where Yaakov slept?

4. In what way was YaakovÕs sleeping there unusual for him?

5. Were there many stones around YaakovÕs head or just one stone? Proof?

6. Where did Yaakov spend time before he made this journey? How long?

7. Hashem doesnÕt usually connect His Name to a living tzadik. Why? And to Yitzchak?

8. Why does it say ÒAnd the Land  youÕre sleeping on.Ó Did he sleep on the whole land?

9. What is the meaning of uforatzto ? Why do we sing it?

10. Since Hashem hasnÕt spoken to Yaakov before, whatÕs the meaning of Òwhich l have spoken,Ó
etc. (28:15)?

11. What did Yaakov remark about this place when he woke up?

12. Why did he call this place ÔThis is the gate of HeavenÕ?

13. Yaakov prayed for material and spiritual goods. Give two examples of each.

14. Yaakov promised to do two things if Hashem will help him in his journey. Which?

15. How does happiness (or good news) affect a personÕs walking? Proof?

16. What criticism did Yaakov have of the shepherds around the well? Was he right?

17. What excuse did these shepherds give him for their behavior?

18. Why did Yaakov cry when he met Rochel?

19. When Yaakov told Rochel that he is Ôher fatherÕs brother ,Õ what did he mean?

20. Who was Elifaz? Why did he decide to be ÔkindÕ to Yaakov?

21. Lavan ran  towards Yaakov, embraced  him, and even kissed  him. What for?

22. Why was Leah  worried and crying but not Rochel?

23. Why did Yaakov specify that he will work for ÒRochel, your young daughterÓ?

24. What was the great chesed (kindness) that Rochel did for Leah?

25. According to Razal (our Sages), what is the meaning of the name Reuven?

26. What was the reason for the name Shimon? And Levi?

27. Did Leah and Rochel know how many sons Yaakov would have?

28. Why did the maloch  (angel) Gavriel take Levi up to heaven for a while?

29. Why did Leah offer thanks to Hashem at the birth of her fourth son? What was his name?

30. Why was Rochel jealous of Leah? What did she then say to Yaakov?

31. Why did Lavan give Zilpah to Leah and Bilhah to Rachel for maids?

32. Give the reasons for these names: Don, Naftali, and Asher.
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33. Why is it noted that Reuven found flowers in the time of harvest ?

34. What strange thing happened to Dina prior to her birth? Why?

35. ÒAnd Hashem remembered Rochel.Ó Which merits did He remember?

36. ÒHe removed my shame.Ó Which shame did Rochel mean? (Two answers.)

37. ÒMay He add to me another son.Ó Why did she only ask for one  son?

38. Why did Yaakov decide to leave Lavan only after Yoseif was born?

39. Why was Lavan convinced that YaakovÕs presence brought blessings?

40. What kind of a payment did Yaakov request for his work?

41. Which ÔscientificÕ method did Yaakov use to produce spotted sheep?

42. What complaint did LavanÕs sons make against Yaakov?

43. What command did Yaakov get from Hashem at that time?

44. It is said that YaakovÕs sheep were more expensive than others. Why?

45. Who was YaakovÕs main ÔbalabostehÕ? Who else agreed on this?

46. How many times did Lavan change (cheat) YaakovÕs salary?

47. What ÔcaseÕ did Yaakov make to his wives? Were they convinced?

48. Finally Yaakov escaped from LavanÕs house. Why?

49. What did Rochel take away from her father? Why?

50. Prove that a maloch  could refer to himself as Hashem.

51. Lavan had a prophetic dream. What was he told?

52. LavanÕs daughters said that Òhe treated us like strangers.Ó Why?

53. Is it desirable to hear good words from reshayim  (sinners)? Proof? Why?

54. Yaakov and Eisov treated men and women differently. How?

55. What big complaints did Lavan express against Yaakov?

56. How did Yaakov describe his style of work for Lavan?

57. What would have happened to Yaakov if Hashem didnÕt help him?

58. What kind of covenant did Yaakov and Lavan establish?

59. Yaakov slaughtered some sheep at this mountain. Why is no altar mentioned?

60. What were the names that Yaakov and Lavan gave to this place?

61. Which kind of malochim  greeted Yaakov at his travels?

62. About how many years do the events in this parsha cover?

63. Where is there a reference here to the prayer of Maariv  (evening prayer)? To Sheva Brachos
(seven wedding blessings)?
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Vayishlach
1. What kind of messengers did Yaakov send to Eisov?

2. What messages did they carry to him? (See posuk  6.)

3. How does the word garti  (I lived) carry two ideas?

4. What response did the malochim  bring back to Yaakov?

5. Yaakov was afraid  and he was anxious . Explain.

6. With which three defensive methods did Yaakov prepare himself?

7. ÒI became small  (diminished) by all the kindnesses.Ó Why?

8. What kind of promise did Hashem give about YaakovÕs children?

9. ÒBecause with my cane I crossed the Yarden .Ó What is meant by this? (Two meanings.)

10. ÒHe took from what came into his hand.Ó What came into his hand?

11. What were the servants (going with the flocks) supposed to say to Eisov?

12. ÒAnd his eleven children,Ó etc. Where was Dina? Why?

13. What happened to Yaakov when he was left alone?

14. Did that ÔmanÕ cause any harm to Yaakov?

15. What did this ÔmanÕ beg from Yaakov at daybreak?

16. What did Yaakov demand in return? Did he get it?

17. ÒWhy are you asking for my name,Ó etc. Why not?

18. Who were the ÔmenÕ over whom Yaakov was victorious?

19. By which prohibition did the Jewish people remember this event?

20. Was Yaakov ever healed from his limping? If yes, how? Where?

21. In which order did Yaakov arrange the mothers and the children?

22. Why did Yaakov go in front of them? What did he do as he was approaching Eisov?

23. Why did Eisov embrace him? Why are there dots on the word vayishokaihu ?

24. Why did Yoseif go ahead of his mother (unlike the other brothers)?

25. Eisov asked, ÒWho is this camp (group) that I met?Ó Which one did he mean?

26. When Eisov said, ÒMay you have what is yoursÓ (33:9), it made Yaakov very happy. Why?

27. Why did Yaakov mention to Eisov that he saw the face of an angel?

28. What two reasons did Yaakov give to Eisov for accepting the gift?

29. What difference was there between Eisov and YaakovÕs statements about their possessions?

30. How did Yaakov explain his refusal to walk along with Eisov and his people?

31. Rashi says that Eisov returned home alone . What happened to his 400 mean?

32. How much time did Yaakov spend in the place called Sukkos? Proof?

33. Yaakov bought a field from the mayor of ShÕchem. For how much?
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34. From Padan Aram, Yaakov arrived ÔcompleteÕ in three respects. Which?

35. Why was Yaakov punished with DinaÕs tragedy in ShÕchem? (Two reasons.)

36. In which ways are the words of Torah compared to a hammer splitting a rock?

37. What ÔofferÕ did the mayor of ShÕchem give to YaakovÕs sons?

38. What did the mayorÕs son add to his fatherÕs offer?

39. Why did YaakovÕs sons refuse the MayorÕs (and sonÕs) offers?

40. What counteroffer did YaakovÕs sons present to them?

41. When the mayorÕs family spoke to their citizens, they changed the terms of the offers
somewhat. How? Why? Did the people accept?

42. What did Yaakov say to Shimon and Levi after they killed the men?

43. Why did Shimon and Levi feel secure  in doing their ÔjobÕ in ShÕchem?

44. Why did Yaakov urge his people Òto cleanse themselvesÓ after ShÕchem?

45. What did Hashem say to Yaakov before leaving ShÕchem?

46. What did Yaakov do with all the unclean items he received?

47. Did the nations around ShÕchem try to attack YaakovÕs family? Why?

48. Where in this parsha is there a hint to the idea and effectiveness of Chitas (Chumash , Tehillim,
Tanya)?

49. Who was Devora? Why was she in that place? What happened to her?

50. Some say that Rivkah passed away at that time. Why isnÕt it mentioned?

51. What kind of ÔblessingÕ did Hashem give to Yaakov in this place?

52. When Hashem promised Yaakov that a nation  and nations  as well as kings  will come forth
from him, whom exactly did He mean?

53. What is hinted in the comparison of YaakovÕs children to ÔnationsÕ (and ÔgoyimÕ)?

54. On which item does Rashi comment, ÒI donÕt know what it teaches usÓ?

55. Why was YaakovÕs name changed here again? (See 35:10.)

56. Was each of YaakovÕs sons born alone? What was special about Binyomin?

57. What was the name given by Rochel to her youngest son? Why?

58. What name did his father give him? Why? Which name remained?

59. Where was Rochel buried? Do we know the place today?

60. For which important items was Reuven always considered the firstborn?

61. From the mentioning of YitzchakÕs passing we can learn that there is no chronological order in
the Torah. How?

62. Who are the three types of people whose sins are forgiven by Hashem?

63. What are the three reasons that Eisov decided to separate from Yaakov?

64. What lesson do we learn from the fact that Timnah was married to Elifaz?

65. The people of Chori lived in Sayir before Eisov, and are called Òsettlers of His land.Ó Why?
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66. How many kings did EisovÕs people have before the first Jewish king?

67. YaakovÕs children put up eight kings that counteracted EisovÕs kings. Who?

68. The people of Midyan fought against Moav. What finally united them?

69. How is Rome mentioned here?

70. Which part ( posuk ) in this parsha is connected with Yud-Tes Kislev? How?
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Vayeishev
1. What is the general difference in the descriptions given of EisovÕs and YaakovÕs families?

2. Where else in the Torah is the above kind of difference noticeable?

3. What parable (example) is given for the above from a man who lost a pearl?

4. How is the story of Yoseif a response to YaakovÕs fears of EisovÕs large crowds and armies?
Which parable explains this?

5. In which aspects was Yoseif similar to Yaakov? (Give three.)

6. ÒThese are the generations (biography) of Yaakov,Ó etc. Why is Yoseif mentioned here? (Two
reasons.)

7. Why shouldnÕt tzadikim  desire to live a life of tranquillity?

8. Why is Yoseif described here as a youngster ( naar )?

9. Who were the sons of Bilhah? How did the brothers treat them? And Yoseif?

10. Yoseif reported three had things about his brothers. Which things? How was he specifically
punished for each of these?

11. Which reason is mentioned for the special love Yaakov had for Yoseif?

12. How did his father show his love to Yoseif? How did the brothers react?

13. ÒAnd they couldnÕt speak to him in peace.Ó What compliment is given here?

14. What was YoseifÕs first dream and its symbols for the brothers?

15. The second dream caused his father to yell at him. Why?

16. What specific question (objection) did Yaakov have about YoseifÕs second dream?

17. There are two interpretations about the symbol of the moon in this dream. What are they?

18. Why did Yaakov send Yoseif to ShÕchem? Did Yoseif agree to go? This was heroic. Why?

19. Who was the ÔmanÕ that found Yoseif wandering in the field?

20. ÒHe sent him from the depth of Chevron .Ó But Chevron is located on a hill. Explain.

21. How did Reuven react to the plans the brothers were making against Yoseif?

22. ÒAnd we will see what will happen to his dreams,Ó etc. Who is saying this to whom? (Two
answers.)

23. Did Reuven really intend on keeping Yoseif in the pit? Proof?

24. What was inside the pit? And what was not in there? Proof?

25. What was the Arab caravan of camels transporting? What was special about it?

26. What idea did Yehuda propose for Yoseif? Did the brothers accept it?

27. How many buyers bought Yoseif? Where did he finally arrive?

28. When Reuven returned to the pit he was shocked. Why? His reaction?

29. How come Reuven was not  present at the time Yoseif was sold?

30. What did YoseifÕs brothers do with his special garment, the kesones pasim ?
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31. How did Yaakov react to the tragic news?

32. What explanation is given by our Sages why Hashem did not  reveal the secret to Yaakov? Did
Yitzchak know about it?

33. Why did Yaakov absolutely refuse to accept comfort and consolation?

34. Did Yitzchak cry for the same reason that Yaakov did? Explain.

35. How many years did Yaakov mourn? To atone for what?

36. Prove that learning Torah exempts a person from kibud av vÕem  (honoring oneÕs father and
mother).

37. Why was Yaakov saying he might suffer in Gehinom ?

38. Why was Yehuda demoted from his high position among the brothers?

39. What was the name of YehudaÕs wife? Of his daughter-in-law?

40. Why didnÕt Yehuda want his third son to marry Tamar?

41. Why was Yehuda fooled with his gift offer of a goat?

42. Why did Yehuda give the verdict of ÔburningÕ for Tamar?

43. Which important law did our Sages derive from TamarÕs reply to Yehuda?

44. There was a voice from Heaven that explained this event. How?

45. Did Yehuda stay married to Tamar afterwards?

46. What were the names of the newly born twins? How were they different from RivkahÕs twins?

47. Why is the word yad  (hand) mentioned here four times (in various forms)?

48. Why are YoseifÕs problems with PotifarÕs wife mentioned here after the story of Tamar?

49. Even YoseifÕs Egyptian boss noticed that Hashem was with Yoseif. How?

50. What effect did his success have on Yoseif?

51. Why was YoseifÕs behavior inappropriate at this time?

52. What punishment did Hashem bring upon Yoseif then?

53. What kind of a day did the mistress pick on which to force Yoseif to sin?

54. What did she do after Yoseif escaped from her?

55. How did her husband punish Yoseif?

56. What impression did the head of the prison get of Yoseif?

57. Why did Hashem cause the imprisonment of ParohÕs butler and baker just at that point in time?

58. What were the crimes of these two officers?

59. According to our Sages, how did the baker recognize that YoseifÕs interpretation of the butlerÕs
dream was correct?

60. What were the dreams of file butler and the baker?

61. How did Yoseif interpret the butlerÕs dream and what request did he (Yoseif) make?

62. What was the obvious difference between their two dreams?
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63. According to Yoseif, where do true dream interpretations come from?

64. Did the butler remember the favor that Yoseif asked him to do? Why?

65. What opportunity was there for the butler to bring up YoseifÕs case?

66. Can you find any similarity between the beginning and the end of this parsha?

67. Can you find the connection between Yud-Tes Kislev and Chanukah?
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Miketz
1. ÒAt the end of two years,Ó etc. From when are these years counted?

2. The seven fat cows had Ôgood looks.Õ What is the symbolism in this?

3. How is Mitzrayim  different from other countries in terms of rain?

4. The seven lean cows ate up the seven fat cows. What is the symbolism here?

5. Yaakov and Paroh woke up from their dreams. What did they do afterwards?

6. What other kinds of interpretations was Paroh offered? His reaction?

7. It is said that another royal dreamer was in a worse position than Paroh. Why?

8. What were the three damaging facts that the butler mentioned about Yoseif?

9. Which preparations did Yoseif do prior to his appearance before the king?

10. What did Yoseif say to Paroh about his ability to interpret dreams?

11. Name at least two changes in ParohÕs dream as he recounts it to Yoseif.

12. ÒWhat Hashem wants to do He showed , told  to Paroh,Ó etc. Why that change?

13. Why did the dream repeat itself to Paroh?

14. How did Yoseif know that the seven good years would come first?

15. What was the plan that Yoseif proposed to Paroh?

16. What was the kingÕs reaction to YoseifÕs plan?

17. Paroh accorded many honors to Yoseif. Name five.

18. Which of the honors was the main symbol of a transfer of power?

19. Do you know of another case in history where this symbol of power transfer was used?

20. Everyone in Mitzrayim  called Yoseif Avraich . What does this mean?

21. How old was Yoseif when he got married? What was his wifeÕs name?

22. What were the names of YoseifÕs two sons? Their meanings?

23. How did Yoseif arrange for the storage of grain in Mitzrayim ?

24. What did Yoseif ask the people who came for grain to do? Their reaction?

25. How did Yaakov ÔseeÕ that there was hope in Mitzrayim ?

26. Yaakov said to his sons, ÒWhy do you show off?!Ó Explain.

27. How did Yaakov hint at a prophecy about the duration of the exile in Mitzrayim ?

28. ÒYoseifÕs ten brothers  went down to buy food.Ó Explain the emphasis.

29. Why wasnÕt Binyomin sent along? What rule do we derive from this?

30. Why did the brothers come in through different entrances?

31. One prophecy of YoseifÕs dreams already came true. Which?

32. ÒAnd Yoseif recognized his brothers but they didnÕt recognize him.Ó Why? (Two explanations.)

33. In one of the brothersÕ statements, there was a spark of ruach hakodesh  (divine inspiration).
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How?

34. Yoseif accused them of being spies. What proof did he offer? Their response?

35. In what connection did Yoseif mention to them about the destruction of ShÕchem?

36. What proof were the brothers told to provide to prove their honesty?

37. What conversation did the brothers have when they thought Yoseif didnÕt understand?

38. How did Yoseif react to their conversation? Why? Who was the translator?

39. Why did Yoseif pick Shimon to be imprisoned? (Two reasons.) For how long?

40. One of the brothers opened his bag at a stop on the road. Who was it? Proof?

41. Why were they all trembling upon discovering the money in their bags?

42. Yaakov suspected his sons of a cruel deed. What? Proof?

43. What offer did Reuven give to Yaakov? YaakovÕs response?

44. Yehuda gave the brothers some advice. What?

45. What complaint did Yaakov voice to his sons over their story to Yoseif?

46. How did the brothers explain their behavior to Yaakov?

47. Yehuda asked his father to send along Binyomin. By which guarantee?

48. As he spoke there was a spark of prophecy in YehudaÕs words. Which?

49. Yaakov agreed to send Binyomin but advised them to bring gifts  along. Which?

50. What kind of prayer (of a historic nature) did Yaakov say before the sons left?

51. There was also a spark of prophecy in his words of prayer. Which?

52. Why were thee brothers scared when they were brought to YoseifÕs home?

53. What did they say to YoseifÕs housekeeper? His answer?

54. What special blessing did Yoseif give to Binyomin? Why?

55. Yoseif was moved to tears after his conversation with Binyomin. Why?

56. Why does it say that it is abominable to the Egyptians to eat with Jews?

57. Why were the brothers impressed by their seating arrangement?

58. What was the reason for BinyominÕs getting five  portions?

59. What was so special about their drinking wine that day?

60. Binyomin is called Ôthe little one.Õ Was he really a little boy?

61. Here we find one of the ten examples of kal vachomer  in the Torah. What is it?

62. What kind of punishment were the brothers willing to accept for stealing the cup? What was
the housekeeperÕs response?

63. Where did he start the search? Why? Where was it found?

64. What did the brothers answer Yoseif as to why they stole the cup?

65. What was the exchange of offers between Yehuda and Yoseif?

66. This parsha is always read on Chanukah. Can you find any connection between Chanukah and
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this parsha?

67. About how many years are covered in this parsha?
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Vayigash
1. ÒAnd Yehuda approached him (Yoseif),Ó etc. Prove that he spoke harshly to Yoseif.

2. ÒBecause youÕre like Paroh.Ó What is the meaning of this phrase? (Four ideas.)

3. According to Yehuda, YoseifÕs first question to the brothers was not justified. Why? What does
this say about YoseifÕs intentions?

4. Because of fear, Yehuda said something which wasnÕt true. What?

5. In YehudaÕs explanation, why would Yaakov be so upset if Binyomin were absent?

6. Why did Yehuda argue for BinyominÕs return more than the other brothers?

7. Yehuda offered himself as a substitute for Binyomin because he was better. How? (Mention
three ways.)

8. Why couldnÕt Yoseif reveal himself to the brothers while the crowd was there?

9. How did Yoseif reveal his identity to his brothers? What was their reaction?

10. In what ways did Yoseif attempt to comfort his brothers?

11. What lesson in hashgocha protis  (divine providence) can we derive from his words?

12. What message did Yoseif send to his father? Which parts are repeated?

13. ÒBehold your eyes see (it) and the eyes of my brother Binyomin,Ó etc. What did they see?

14. Why were Yoseif and Binyomin crying on each others necks?

15. At what point did the brothers start speaking to Yoseif after his revelation?

16. How did Paroh feel when he heard YoseifÕs family was coming to live there? And what offer did
he give to YoseifÕs brothers (via Yoseif)?

17. Which kinds of gifts did Yoseif send to his father?

18. Yoseif gave his brothers a special warning for their behavior on the road. Explain.

19. What sign did Yoseif give to his father that he is Yoseif?

20. How did Yaakov respond to the news? Something great occurred to him. What?

21. Whom does one owe a greater honor to, a parent or a grandparent? Proof?

22. What comforts and promises did Hashem make to Yaakov about going to Mitzrayim ?

23. What did Yaakov do with the riches he got in LavanÕs house? Why? Proof?

24. Who are YaakovÕs two granddaughters? How many people left Cnaan?

25. Why are YaakovÕs people called Nefesh, in the singular? And EisovÕs?

26. Yaakov sent Yehuda ahead of him to Mitzrayim . What for?

27. Why didnÕt Yaakov kiss and embrace Yoseif as Yoseif did to him?

28. Yoseif prepared his brothers on how to answer ParohÕs question. Explain.

29. Which brother did Yoseif pick to introduce to Paroh? Why?

30. What is the dispute between the Midrash and the Gemora about the brothers?

31. How did Yaakov describe his years of life to Paroh?
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32. Which blessing did Paroh get from Yaakov?

33. What change happened in Mitzrayim  because of YaakovÕs arrival? Proof?

34. What offers did the people give Yoseif in order to get grain?

35. Yoseif did something special with the population of the Egyptian cities. What? For what
purpose?

36. In what connection are the terms Ôone-fifthÕ and Ôfour-fifthsÕ mentioned here?

37. How does the above relate to the giving of tzedakah  (charity)?

38. What was the quality of life for YaakovÕs family in Mitzrayim ?

39. ÒHis soul is bound up with his soul.Ó About whom is this written?

40. In what connection is the number ten mentioned here?

41. In ParohÕs message to YaakovÕs family there was a prophecy. What was it?
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Vayechi
1. This parsha is closed-in with the previous one. Give two reasons for this.

2. How many years did Yaakov live in all? in Mitzrayim ?

3. What request did Yaakov make to Yoseif? Was an oath involved?

4. Among the three Avos, who lived the longest? The shortest?

5. The kindness that is done to the dead is call Ôtrue kindness.Õ Why?

6. Yaakov asked not to be buried in Mitzrayim . Thee reasons are given. What are they?

7. Where did Yaakov ask to be buried? Why? Why did he bow at the head of the bed?

8. There is a parable given here about a fox. Who is being compared to a fox?

9. Who told Yoseif about YaakovÕs condition? Who was a regular pupil of Yaakov?

10. Why did Yaakov make a special effort to sit up in bed when Yoseif arrived?

11. Prove that kings should be honored even if they personally are unworthy.

12. What kind of gift did Yaakov offer to Yoseif? Why did Yoseif  get it?

13. Why does Yaakov tell the story of RochelÕs death and burial here?

14. Where is Rochel buried? Why? What is so unusual about this?

15. Yaakov knew his grandsons very well. Why then did he ask, ÒWho are they?Ó

16. Why did Yaakov lose his inspiration to bless Efrayim and Menashe?

17. How did Yoseif prove the proper status of his sons? What else did Yoseif do to get Yaakov to
bless his sons?

18. What did Yaakov say to Yoseif about his feelings on seeing him?

19. Yaakov blessed his grandsons twice. What was the first blessing?

20. Why did Yaakov liken Efrayim and Menashe to fish ?

21. Why did Yoseif attempt to change the position of YaakovÕs hands?

22. How did Yaakov explain his refusal to do so?

23. In which ways was Menashe great in the future? How was Efrayim greater?

24. What was the second blessing Yaakov gave the two grandsons?

25. What special portion in Eretz Yisroel did Yoseif get? Why?

26. What general blessing did Yaakov give Yoseif concerning all the brothers?

27. Before Yaakov blessed each of his sons he wanted to tell something to all. What? Why did he not
say it?

28. In what way was Reuven supposed to be greater than his brothers?

29. He was punished and lost out. For which sin? Who got those honors?

30. Yaakov said that it was Shimon and Levi  who wanted to kill Yoseif. Prove it.

31. Where did Shimon and Levi learn these things?
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32. Yaakov asked that his name not be mentioned in their gatherings. Explain.

33. Why did Yaakov curse their anger ? What future did he predict for them?

34. Which praise did Yehuda get in connection with YoseifÕs story?

35. Why was Yehuda referred to as Ôyoung lionÕ?

36. What was met by the prophecy, ÒLeadership will never  depart from YehudaÓ?

37. ÒUntil Shiloh will come,Ó etc. Who is meant here? Why that name?

38. Which material blessings were predicted here for Yehuda?

39. What was ZevulunÕs business? Where was his territory (in Eretz Yisroel)?

40. What special arrangement did Zevulun have with Yissochor?

41. Rashi and Unkelos (Targum) explain differently the description of YissochorÕs blessing. How?

42. What prophecy did Yaakov say about Shimshon of sheivet  (the tribe of) Don?

43. When in our prayers do we recite this posuk  that relates to Shimshon?

44. What great blessing did Yaakov express on sheivet  Gad? Is that posuk  recited too?

45. Which great product is abundantly produced in AsherÕs part of the land?

46. Which future words are prophetically in YaakovÕs words about Naftali? (Two answers.)

47. How does Yaakov describe the special charm that Yoseif possessed?

48. Who were those that embittered YoseifÕs life? Those who disliked him?

49. What special blessings did Yoseif get, similar to those Yaakov received?

50. Yaakov said that the blessings Hashem gave him are bigger than those given to his father and
grandfather. How?

51. What are the symbols of ÔmorningÕ and ÔeveningÕ in BinyominÕs blessing? (Check Targum
Unkelos too.)

52. Why does he repeat again in posuk  28, that Yaakov blessed them all?

53. Who got the longest blessing? The shortest?

54. In connection with whom are these animals mentioned: lion, deer (gazelle), snake, wolf, ox,
donkey, horse?

55. In describing YaakovÕs passing, it does not mention that he died . Why?

56. How come the Egyptians cried for Yaakov for seventy days?

57. Did Eisov have a share in the Meoros Hamachpeila ? Did he get it?

58. Paroh said to Yoseif, ÒGo as your father made you swear .Ó Why?

59. Why couldnÕt Paroh ask Yoseif to break his oath (to Yaakov)?

60. What kind of confrontation was about to take place at YaakovÕs funeral?

61. What was the great honor that Yoseif got from the kings of Cnaan, etc.?

62. Which people were forbidden to carry YaakovÕs coffin. Why?

63. Which two of his sons didnÕt carry it? Why? Who took their places?
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64. On the way from  the funeral the brothers are mentioned before the others. Why?

65. What caused the brothers to notice a change in Yoseif?

66. What message did the brothers send to Yoseif? Who were the messengers?

67. How did they phrase the message in a way that wasnÕt exactly true?

68. Why didnÕt Yaakov ask Yoseif to forgive and not to avenge his hurt (on his brothers)?

69. How did Yoseif react to their pleading? What did he promise them?

70. What was YoseifÕs final request from his brothers and their families?

71. How many parshiyos  are there in sefer  (the book of) Bereishis? Which is the longest? The
shortest?
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Chumash Shemos
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Shemos
1. Why are the names of the tribes enumerated here again ?

2. Yoseif is mentioned separately here. Why? Why is his location given?

3. What description is given here of the growth of the Jewish population?

4. What is the dispute between Rav and Shmuel? Their proofs from the posuk ?

5. What fear did the Egyptians have of the Jewish people?

6. By which means and methods did they start to oppress the Jews?

7. What unusual developments within the Jewish population came about despite their oppression?

8. Why werenÕt the Egyptians afraid that Hashem would punish them with a flood? What was
their mistake?

9. Why was there a special decree against the sons but not the daughters?

10. What were the names of the two (chief) midwives? The meanings of the names?

11. A mistake of the Egyptian astrologers caused the death of many Egyptians. How?

12. How did the midwives act in the face of ParohÕs decree? Their reward?

13. When Paroh objected to their behavior, they had a ready answer. What?

14. How did MiriamÕs advice convince her family to unite again?

15. It is said that a greater miracle happened to Yocheved (MosheÕs mother) than what happened to
Sara (in having children). How?

16. Why was Yocheved able to hide him for only three months?

17. ÒAnd she saw him that he was good.Ó DoesnÕt every mother see that her child is good?

18. MosheÕs taiva  was built differently than NoachÕs taiva. How? Why? (See Bereishis 6:14.)

19. PharaohÕs daughter came to the river with her maids. What happened to them? Why?

20. What great miracle happened to her when she wanted to save Moshe?

21. When she opened the box, what did she see besides the boy? Proof?

22. What was the problem with MosheÕs nursing? Who solved it? How?

23. When ParohÕs daughter spoke to Miriam there was prophecy in her words. How?

24. Who brought up Moshe? Who gave him this name? Why?

25. Twice the Torah mentions that Moshe Ôgrew up.Õ The difference?

26. What was MosheÕs first act on behalf of his people?

27. Why was the Egyptian hitting the Jew (in posuk  11)? How did Moshe kill him? Proof?

28. What did Moshe want to make sure of before killing the Egyptian?

29. Is it O.K. to hit a rasha ? Proof? Why is he called here a rasha?

30. Moshe said (according to our Sages) that now he knows why the Jews are suffering. Why?

31. When Moshe rebuked the Jew, what did the man answer him? Why was Moshe afraid?
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32. Did ParohÕs executioner ever catch Moshe? What happened? Proof?

33. When Moshe escaped to Midyan, he settled near the well. Why?

34. If Yisro was such an important person, why were his daughters driven away?

35. What kind of help did Moshe give YisroÕs daughters? Whose tradition was he following?

36. Why did Yisro show such strong interest in Moshe right there and then?

37. What was the name of MosheÕs Rebbetzin? Their sonÕs name? Reason?

38. What promise did Moshe make to Yisro about his future (by oath)?

39. Why is MosheÕs story interrupted with the new development with the Jews in Egypt?

40. Why was the Jewish suffering intensified when the king ÔdiedÕ?

41. Why did Moshe lead his sheep Ôafter (beyond) the desertÕ?

42. Prove that the Torah names some places according to future happenings there.

43. Why did Hashem appear to Moshe as the fire in the thornbush ?

44. What was the Ôgreat sightÕ that Moshe came closer to see?

45. What did Hashem tell him to do before approaching the fire? Why?

46. Why did Moshe nevertheless avoid looking directly at the flame?

47. When Moshe said ÒWho am I to go,Ó etc., what did Hashem reply?

48. What did Hashem teach Moshe about His Great Name?

49. ÒAnd they will (surely) listen to Your Voice,Ó etc. Why was it sure?

50. Who was supposed to go to Paroh with Moshe? What did they request (from Paroh)?

51. Hashem told Moshe in advance what ParohÕs answer would be. What?

52. What did Hashem promise to do to make Paroh release the Jews?

53. What benefits did Hashem promise the people upon their exodus?

54. What were the three signs that Moshe was to present to the Jews?

55. Why did the Jews need signs at all? What symbol did each one contain?

56. Which kind of loshon horo  (lit. evil tongue) was Moshe accused of speaking?

57. Prove that good measures come quicker from Hashem than the opposite.

58. How many days was Moshe resisting becoming HashemÕs messenger?

59. What reason did Moshe give for his refusal? What was HashemÕs reply?

60. Which people did Moshe suggest to be messengers instead of him?

61. What is the dispute between Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi Yosai concerning HashemÕs anger?

62. What role did Aharon have in MosheÕs task? What was the staff ( mateh ) used for?

63. Moshe was told to return to Mitzrayim  because it was safe  for him. How so?

64. What was special about the donkey that Moshe used for travel?

65. Why didnÕt Moshe do the bris ! (circumcision) for his son Eliezer earlier?

66. How were Moshe and Aharon able to come and go to Paroh"Ñ"werenÕt they supposed to be
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working?

67. What was the new decree from Paroh after Moshe requested freedom?

68. The zekenim ! (elders) and the shotrim ! (policemen) acted differently. How? Their pay?

69. What did the Jewish people tell Moshe and Aharon when conditions got worse?

70. What complaint did Moshe voice before Hashem? HashemÕs reply?
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VaÕeira
1. Moshe received rebuke ( mussar ) from Hashem. Proof? Why was he rebuked?

2. When the Torah states ÒI am Hashem,Ó what does it imply?

3. In which way did Hashem reveal Himself to the Avos? And in which not?

4. Which promises to the Avos were fulfilled and which were not?

5. How were the Avos considered better than Moshe Rabeinu?

6. Why didnÕt the people listen to MosheÕs words?

7. What is the purpose of mentioning the children of Reuven and Shimon?

8. Why was only LeviÕs age mentioned, not the othersÕ?

9. When considering marriage, which members of the brideÕs family need to be checked? Proof?

10. How do we know that Moshe and Aharon were equals in greatness? Proof?

11. Why did Paroh visit the river each morning?

12. Why did Aharon, not Moshe, bring the makah  (plague) of blood?

13. Why was blood  the first makah ? Where did the Egyptians get drinking water?

14. How long did each makah  last?

15. Which other makah  was brought by Aharon? Why?

16. Which makos were the magicians able to duplicate?

17. Which makah  did they admit was caused by Heaven? Why?

18. After which makah  did Paroh promise to let them leave?

19. After the makah  of arov  (wild animals) what happened to the animals?

20. For which makos does it say that there would be a separation between the Egyptians and the
Jews?

21. Why did Moshe refuse to offer sacrifices inside Mitzrayim ?

22. Which miracles had to occur during the makah  of shÕchin (boils)?

23. Which cattle were not hurt by the makos of dever  and bored  (death and hail)? Proof?

24. Which miracle occurred during the makah  of bored (hail)? What can we learn from it?

25. Why did Moshe insist on davening outside of the city during the makah  of borod but not during
the makah  of tzefardeia  (frogs)?

26. Which makah  equaled all the other makos in severity?

27. How can we learn the midoh  (trait) of gratitude from some of the makos?

28. Which makos  are not  described in the parsha ?

29. Which posuk  is the source for the four cups of wine we drink at the Seder?

30. Which month is blessed on this Shabbos? When is Rosh Chodesh?

31. What Ôspecial daysÕ occur during the coming month?
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Bo
1. ÒCome to Paroh,Ó etc. For what purpose?

2. If Hashem hardened ParohÕs heart, why does Paroh deserve punishment?

3. What was the purpose of the makos  if Paroh would refuse anyway?

4. What was the arbeh  (locusts) supposed to do to the land of Mitzrayim ?

5. Where is there a hint in the first posuk  that three makos  will come? (See Baal Haturim.)

6. What did ParohÕs servants say to him when they heard about the locusts?

7. How did Paroh want to compromise upon hearing about the locusts?

8. What historic  description is given to arbeh?

9. A similar description is given to another locust attack. Which was greater?

10. According to the Midrash, how did MosheÕs prayers help to change the astrologersÕ prediction?

11. How was the removal of the locusts different from the removal of the frogs?

12. What was the difference between the first and last three days of darkness?

13. How was Paroh willing to compromise after being hit with darkness? What was MosheÕs
answer?

14. What two important purposes were served by the makah  of darkness?

15. What warning did Paroh give to Moshe after the darkness? What did Moshe answer?

16. Why did Hashem insist  that Moshe ask the people to get the Ôgood thingsÕ from the Egyptians?

17. When was Moshe told about the last makah  (makas bechoros , slaying of the firstborn)? Proof?

18. Why did Moshe say Ôaround midnightÕ while Hashem said Ôat midnightÕ?

19. Why did the tenth plague of the firstborn affect the captives? The slaves? The cattle?

20. Prove that despite everything, Paroh was  accorded his respects by Moshe.

21. Where did Hashem speak to Moshe about the Korban Pesach  (Passover sacrifice)?

22. What was Moshe told about Rosh Chodesh? About the month of Nissan?

23. In which part of the day did Hashem speak to Moshe? What difficulty did Moshe have?

24. Why were they told only this one time to take the lamb four days before its sacrifice?

25. When is the Korban Pesach  brought? Who may eat from it? Who may not?

26. Why is the korban  called Pesach? On which side of the door was the blood put? Proof?

27. On which days of Pesach is the eating of matzo  (unleavened bread) voluntary ? Proof?

28. What is the punishment for eating chametz  (leaven)?

29. What may be done on Yom Tov which may not be done on Shabbos? Source?

30. Of the Ôfour sons,Õ whose questions and answers are mentioned in our parsha? Where?

31. ÒThe Jews dweltÉ 430 years!Ó But they were in Mitzrayim  only 210 years? Explain.

32. Which other mitzvos (connected with yetzias Mitzmyim , the exodus from Egypt) are mentioned
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in the two parshiyos  of tefillin ( Kadaish , Vehaya ) at the end of this sedra  (parsha)?
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Beshalach
1. Why were the Jews taken out through a distant  route after leaving Mitzrayim ?

2. YoseifÕs ÔarkÕ (his remains) was taken out by Moshe . Why?

3. How did the Jews get weapons in the desert? How many Jews remained in Mitzrayim ?

4. Why didnÕt Yoseif tell his own children to carry him to Eretz Yisroel?

5. What was the purpose of the commandment, ÒLet them return and rest. . . in front of Baal
TzfonÓ?

6. How is HashemÕs honor increased? What compliment is given to the Jews here?

7. How did Paroh find out that the Jews left for good?

8. Why do we say the shira  (song) ÔAz YashirÕ on ShviÕi shel Pesach (the seventh day of Pesach)?

9. How did Paroh convince his people to join him in pursuing the Jews?

10. What is the basis for the statement, ÒThe best Mitzri  (Egyptian) should be killedÓ?

11. Where is there a hint that the Jewish nation was following the Ramah (Reb Moshe Isserles) in
halacha  (Jewish law)?

12. It is said that the Rashbi, the Ari, and the Baal Shem TovÕs teachings will bring Moshiach . Where
is this hinted in the parsha ?

13. What did the Jews say to Moshe when they noticed the Egyptians coming toward them? What
did Moshe answer them?

14. What is the real Jewish way to respond in the face of trouble? Why?

15. Which merits caused the splitting of the sea before the Jews?

16. What kind of judgment was held over the Jews at that time? Proof?

17. How does the mashal  (example) of a father and his son explain what happened near Yam Suf
(the Red Sea)?

18. How were the Jews assured that the Egyptians were not coming out on the other side (of the
sea)?

19. Where is there a hint about techiyas hameisim  (resurrection of the dead) in the shira ?

20. In what ways were the Jews at the Red Sea superior to the NeviÕim (Prophets)?

21. There were three kinds of Egyptian people and they were punished differently at the sea. How?

22. The word yemincha ! is mentioned several times in the shira . What is said about it?

23. Why is Miriam called Neviah  (Prophetess)? And why Ôsister of AharonÕ?

24. Why did Moshe have to force the people to Ômove onÕ after krias Yam Suf  (the parting of the Red
Sea)?

25. Which mitzvos were given in Marah? And which tests?

26. If the diseases of the Egyptians were not to be put upon us, why does it say that Hashem will
heal  us?

27. In what connection are the numbers 12 and 70 mentioned?
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28. How long did their food leftovers (from Mitzrayim ) last? When did the mon  (manna) come?

29. Bnei Yisroel  (the Children of Israel) asked for bread and meat. How was it given to them? Why?

30. In what ways did the mon  test Bnei Yisroel ? What happened on Shabbos? Which halacha  comes
from it?

31. According to our Sages, getting a shidduch  (marriage partner) and getting parnasah  (livelihood)
are likened to krias Yam Suf . Why?

32. In which places in the davening is krias Yam Suf  mentioned?

33. The mon  was described as lying in a box. Explain why.

34. What scientific experiment does Rashi suggest in connection with mon ?

35. What Ôbig miracleÕ happened concerning the amount of the mon ?

36. How did the nations of the world find out about the taste of mon ?

37. Did the mon  come down on Yom Tov? Source?

38. Why was Moshe told to put away a jar of man for remembrance?

39. When did the mon  stop? How many years did it come?

40. Why is the story of Amalek written here?

41. Who was Chur? Kalev? Why is Chur mentioned here?

42. What did Moshe do at the time of battle to confuse Amalek?

43. What was Yehoshua told to do to Amalek in the future?
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Yisro
1. ÒAnd Yisro heard,Ó etc. What exactly did he hear?

2. What were YisroÕs other (six) names? Reasons? (Give three.)

3. Why was MosheÕs family in Midyan, and not in Mitzrayim ?

4. What were the reasons for the names Gershom and Eliezer?

5. Did Paroh ever attempt to use a sword against Moshe? What happened?

6. Why is it emphasized that Yisro came to the midbar  (desert)?

7. Did Yisro arrive before or after Matan Torah  (the Giving of the Torah)? Proof?

8. Was Yisro happy to hear about the downfall of the Egyptians? Proof?

9. WhatÕs a famous saying about geirim ! (converts)?

10. Only a person like Yisro could have made such a statement about faith. Which statement?

11. Aharon, the elders and Yisro were eating together. Where was Moshe?

12. What is the proof that the part about judges does not appear in chronological order?

13. What was bothering Yisro about MosheÕs system of justice?

14. Which qualities did Yisro require for judges to have?

15. On which day did they arrive at Har Sinai  (Mount Sinai)? What mood were they in?

16. Why is HashemÕs care of Bnei Yisroel  compared to the way an eagle cares for his young?

17. ÔAll beginnings are hard.Õ Where in the parsha is this idea applicable?

18. ÒYou shall be unto Me a nation of priests.Ó But Kohanim  came from only one tribe? Explain.

19. Prove that all of the blind (and the deaf, etc.) were healed.

20. Did Moshe add an extra day of preparation on his own?

21. The Jewish nation was (and is) compared to a disciple  and to a bride . Where?

22. Did Hashem speak from Heaven or from Har Sinai ? Explain.

23. ÒAnd the Kohanim  and the people shouldnÕt go up,Ó etc. Were there ÔKohanimÕ then?

24. What was unusual about MosheÕs voice when he was saying the eight commandments to the
nation?

25. Were Moshe, Aharon, and the Ô Kohanim Õ standing together? Explain.

26. How did the people respond to each commandment?

27. Why did Hashem begin by saying ÒI É am the One Who took you out from Mitzrayim Ó? (Three
reasons.)

28. Why are the idols called ÔotherÕ deities? How does the Tanya explain it? (See Ch. 22.)

29. Prove that HashemÕs good measure is 500 times greater than His harsh measure.

30. In the Aseres Hadibros  (Ten Commandments), where do we apply the twelfth method of
interpretation that is taught by Rabbi Yishmael?

31. Why canÕt we use iron in the building of the mizbeyach  (altar)?

49



32. Why is Matan Torah  a greater experience than all other miracles?

33. When else do we read (most of) parshas Yisro other than on Shabbos?

34. Find an obvious  connection between the parsha and the portions of Tanya that we often learn
this same week.

35. Why were such ÒsimpleÓ instructions chosen to be included in the 10 commandments?

36. In which way were the Bnai Yisroel compared to Yisro at Mattan Torah?

37. On which day of the week was the Torah given? How do we mention it on that day?
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Mishpatim
1. ÒAnd these are the laws,Ó etc. What are the two  connections to the previous parsha (Yisro)?

2. In what connection is the term Shulchon Oruch  mentioned in the first posuk ? (See Rashi.)

3. What is wrong with bringing a dispute to the non-Jewish courts?

4. How was the eved Ivri  (Jewish slave) purchased? Would the law be different if he sold himself?

5. What kind of eved can get a shifcha Cnaanis  (a gentile maidservant)?

6. What happens to this shifcha Cnaanis  after the eved goes free? Source?

7. What if the eved Ivri  refuses to leave until after six years?

8. Can an eved nirtza ! be a slave forever? Until when? Source?

9. Which ear is pierced? Why the ear  (not the nose)? (Different reasons for different avodim ,
slaves).

10. The door and the door post are connected with piercing the ears. How? Why?

11. Which kind of child may the father sell into temporary slavery? Can a mother sell too?

12. How do non-Jewish slaves (men and women) go free from slavery?

13. How does a young girl go free from slavery? (Three or four ways.)

14. Explain these terms: yi-ud , simanim , naarus , bagrus , #$%&'(!, )*%+,*- !, ./012 !.

15. Which two laws in the punishment for killing do we derive from posuk  12?

16. Why does Hashem make it happen that one person should kill another? Find a parallel to this
thought in Pirkei Avos  (Ethics of our Fathers).

17. If a doctor mistakenly kills his patient or a father his son are they punished? Source?

18. What reason would you give a doctor not to operate on his parents?

19. Which person gets the death penalty just for saying some words?

20. What kind of thief gets punished by death?

21. What kind of payments are required if one maimed a person?

22. Explain these terms: nezek !, tzaar !, ripui !, sheves!, boshes!.

23. If the master (or a stranger) kills a non-Jewish slave, what is his punishment?

24. If one kills a pregnant woman, what is his punishment? What if she survived the attack?

25. ÒAn eye for an eye,Ó etc. How do we prove that it means monetary payment? (See Gemora Baba
Kama p. 84.)

26. The knocking out of a eye or a tooth sets a slave free. Which other limbs do the same?

27. If someoneÕs lion (or chicken) kills a person, what happens to the animal? What happens to the
owner?

28. When a personÕs ox kills another ox what happens to the owner?

29. Explain the terms: mazik !, nizak !, tam !, muÕod!, kofer !.

30. When a person makes a pit ( bor !), which kind of damages is he responsible for?
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31. For which kind of stealing does the thief pay 4 times as much? 5 times? Why this difference?

32. If a thief who dug into a home gets killed by the owner, is there a punishment? Why?

33. What happens to a person whose fire went and damaged othersÕ property?

34. If animals went and trampled or ate someoneÕs grain, who pays for it?

35. If a shomer khinom ! claims the article was stolen, what happens to him?

36. In the case of a shomer sokhor !, when is he held responsible?

37. A person who is a shoÕeil! (one who borrowed), could he ever be exempt from payment?

38. What about a person who rents a tool from someone (a soicher !), how is he responsible?

39. For which kind of worship-of-idols does one get the death penalty?

40. What kind of prohibitions are written concerning a ger ! (convert)? Reason?

41. What are the punishments for the mistreatment of orphans and widows?

42. Which are the priorities for lending money ? What two prohibitions are connected with it?

43. What comparison is made between the soul ( neshamah ) at night and taking a pledge?

44. Where is the din ! of modeh bÕmiktzas ! (partial admission) derived from?

45. What are the warnings given about bikurim ! (first fruits), terumah ! and maaser !?

46. Why is the din ! of pidyon haÕben (redemption of the first born) mentioned here again?

47. ÒAnd holy people  you shall be unto MeÉÓ, etc. How do we become holy?

48. How do we see that Hashem does not diminish the reward of any creature?

49. Within the same posuk  are contained warnings to a judge, and about loshon horo . What are
they? What is the connection between these two?

50. When do we need a majority of one judge and when is a majority of two necessary for a
verdict?

51. The non-Jews (idol worshippers) are in the majority, while we are the minority. Why donÕt we
follow them?

52. Where is there a prohibition, against treating a poor man too well ?

53. Why is an ÒenemyÓ mentioned by the Mitzvah of Prikah (unloading)? When are you exempt?

54. After a verdict when do we return the defendant for rejudgement and when not? Why?

55. What are the punishments of a judge who takes bribes to judge correctly ?

56. Which entire year is called Ô ShabbosÕ? Why? Do we still keep in it the regular Shabbos? Source?

57. It was said that one who uses forbidden conveniences on Shabbos  claiming that he enjoys it
is compared to an ox. How?

58. How should one avoid any references to idols in giving travel directions? In partnerships?

59. What names are given here to the holidays of Pesach, Shavous, and Sukkos? Why?

60. Which warnings are given here about the Korban Pesach ? About bikurim ?

61. Why did the Torah write three times ÒdonÕt cook the goat in its motherÕs milkÓ?

62. ÒÉ Behold I am sending an Angel ÉÓ, et. Why? What warning is given here in that connection
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(in the next posuk )?

63. If the last Parsha here was actually said before Mattan Torah, what does it mean Òall the lawsÓ?
Òand Moshe wrote down all the words of HashemÓ?

64. The Sages said: Òfrom here we know that our ancestors entered the covenant with Milah, TÕvilo,
and sprinkling of bloodÓ. How do we know?

65. What ÒsightsÓ did the elders see? Did they get punished for it? When? Why? Which five words
in the posuk  tell us this?

66. What did Reb SÕadya Gaon find in the Ten Commandments?

67. Why is Yehoshua mentioned here? And why Khur? Where was Moshe called to?

68. What are the opinions about the six days that Moshe was covered by the cloud? Why was Moshe
called on the seventh day?

69. Why so we read Parshas ShÕkolim this Shabbos?

70. Who was obligated to give machatzis haÕshekel?

71. What were these ShÕkolim used for at the Mishkon?

72. Do we have any Minhag of machatzis haÕshekel today?

73. Usually each person gives according to his ability. Why not here ?

74. How many Torahs are taken out this Shabbos? Why?

75. In which portion is the Parshas ShÕkolim found?

76. What is the (general) content of the Haftoiroh for this Shabbos?

77. Which are the other three  special Parshios we will read (on other Shabbosim)?

78. What special saying of our sages describes our mood this month (get to know the Hebrew
words)?

79. Why is this month more special than other months?

80. When is Rosh Chodesh? How many days of Rosh Chodesh?
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Terumah
1. Which items of the Mishkan  (Tabernacle) are described in this parsha?

2. How many items (materials) were needed for the building of the Mishkan ?

3. Three different types of contributions are hinted at in the first posuk . Find the hints and
describe the contributions.

4. A number of precious metals are mentioned. Which one had to be contributed in equal amounts
by all?

5. The wool they used had to be of various colors. Which?

6. They used two (or three) types of animal skins. Of which animals?

7. Which item was available (by a miracle) only then and is no more?

8. What was the oil used for? The spices ( besomim )? The precious stones?

9. How did they get sheetim  (cedar) wood in the desert?

10. In posuk  9 why does it say Òand so you shall doÓ after saying it in posuk 8? Were the keilim
(utensils) in the first Beis Hamikdash  similar to those in the Mishkan ? Why?

11. Why does it say in posuk  8, ÒAnd I shall dwell in them ,Ó rather than in it ?

12. How was the aron  (ark) ÔcoveredÕ with gold inside and outside? What were its dimensions?
Which neis  (miracle) is related to its space?

13. Why was there a ÔcrownÕ made on top of the aron ?

14. What other parts did the aron  have besides the ÔboxesÕ and the ÔcrownÕ?

15. What were these: tabaÕos!, badim !, eidus !, kapores !, zaÕir!, tzalos !?

16. How many keruvim ! were there? How were they made? What kind of ÔfaceÕ did they have?
Where were the keruvim ! located?

17. ÒAnd I shall speak to you from on top of the kapores .Ó Where did the Voice really come from
and where did Moshe hear it?

18. The shulchon ! (table) also had a Ôcrown.Õ Why? Where was it placed?

19. What other parts did the shulchon ! have? What food was on it?

20. Why is the bread called lechem hapanim !? Who ate it? When?

21. Why does it say the menorah  should be made  rather than you shall make it ?

22. How many candlesticks did the menorah  have? How many other parts? How tall was it? Which
kind of tools served the menorah?

23. Where was Moshe shown the works of the Mishkan ?

24. How many curtains did the Mishkan  have? What were their dimensions?

25. What was the roof of the Mishkan  made of? Dimensions?

26. How many boards ( kerashim !) did they use? Dimensions of each keresh !?

27. What were the adonim !? What were they used for? How many were there? Which donations
went into the making of the adonim !?
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28. What were the brichim !, tabaas !, yados !?

29. What was the paroches !? What was it used for? Dimensions?

30. What was the name of the paroches ! in the (first) Beis Hamikdash ? Dimensions?

31. Where was each of these placed: shulchon !, menorah !, aron !?

32. The Gemora says that if one wants to pray for wisdom he should turn southward, and for riches,
northward. Can you find a reason for it here?

33. What was the mizbeyach  made from? Its dimensions?

34. What other keilim  belonged to the mizbeyach ? What were they made of? Which part of the
mizbeyach  was similar (by name and purpose) to the aron  and shulchon ?

35. How big was the chatzeir ! (courtyard) of the Mishkan ? And its curtains?

36. What was the purpose of the masach ! for the Mishkan  and the one for the chatzeir !? Their
dimensions?

37. Is there a mitzvoh that still applies in our times (also) that we learn from this parsha?

38. Define and state the purpose of these:

A. Vovim

B. Amudim

C. Siros

D. yaÕim

E. Mizrkos

F. Mizlgos

G. Machtos

H. Michbar

I. Karkov

J. Reshes

K. Kilayim

L. Kronos

M. Yeseidos

N. Krosim

O. Lulaos

P. Malkochos

Q. Kaftorim

R. Konim

S. Gviyim

T. Prachim

U. KeÕoros
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V. Kapos

W. Ksavos

X. Menakiyos

Y. Misgeres

Z. zaÕir

AA. Kenafayim

39. There are five (or six) pesukim  in the Torah which contain a word that could be read with the
first half or  with the second half of the posuk . These doubts have not been resolved. This parsha
has one of these pesukim . Which is it?
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Tetzaveh
1. What commandment is given in the first posuk ?

2. Which process was used to extract the olive oil for the menorah ?

3. Which oil was kosher for a Korban Minchah  but not for the menorah ? Why?

4. How is the word tamid  (steadily) interpreted in the halachos of the menorah  differently than in
the halachos of the lechem hapanim  (showbread)?

5. How much oil was poured into the menorah  every night? Why?

6. How many garments did the Kohein Gadol  (High Priest) wear? Which?

7. What were the five materials from which the garments were made?

8. What were the special garments of choshen ! and eifod !?

9. What does the word kehuna  (or Kohein ) mean?

10. What was inscribed on the two shoham  stones? What for?

11. How many letters  were inscribed in each stone?

12. In which way did one of the names on these stones differ from the regular count? In which
order  were they listed?

13. Which three names of tribes did not  appear on these stones? Why?

14. Why is the choshen hamishpot  called by that name? (Two reasons.)

15. What kind of precious stones were installed in the choshen hamishpot ?

16. What were the urim vÕtumim !? Where were they inserted?

17. In the second Beis Hamikdash  did they have the choshen !? Complete? What other differences
were there in the keilim  of the second?

18. What was attached to the choshen ! that caused Aharon to announce his arrival? What lesson in
good manners could be learned from it?

19. What was the tzitz !? Who wore it? When? It also has a second name. What is it? The Gemora
learns out a din ! (law) about tefillin from the tzitz !. Which?

20. The tzitz ! brought HashemÕs forgiveness for certain sins. Which?

21. There are two opinions about the meaning of tamid  written in connection with the tzitz !. What
are they?

22. How many garments did a regular Kohein  wear? What were they? Did they wear a tzitz !? Did
they wear shatnez  (mixture of wool and linen)?

23. If a Kohein  is missing a garment, can he serve? What if he does? What were some other
prohibitions in the service of the Kohanim ?

24. Which korbanos  were brought for the ÔinaugurationÕ dedication of the Kohanim ? How was the
shemen hamishcho  used for the Kohanim?

25. What were the flour offerings that were brought?

26. What was the purpose of the par  (ox) brought for an atonement? How was its treatment
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different than other kinds of korban  Chatos?

27. Where is there a hint about the future death of AharonÕs two sons?

28. What was done with the rams after they were slaughtered?

29. What was the purpose of ÔwavingÕ the four sacrifices? Any resemblance to the waving of the
lulov  (four species)?

30. Who is first in line to succeed the Kohein Gadol ? What if he canÕt?

31. Why did the mizbeyach  need atonement?

32. How was the mizbeyach  sanctified for service? Was oil used?

33. Which animals are not kosher for korbanos ? Which become posul  after  theyÕre brought?

34. How was the Ôinner mizbeyach Õ made differently than the regular mizbeyach ? What was it used
for?

35. It is said that this parsha is the only one not to mention HashemÕs name. Why?

36. In which sedra  is parshas Zachor?

37. Which phrase in parshas Zachor is repeated twice by the reader? How? Why?
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Ki Sissa
1. Why werenÕt the Jews counted directly? Were they ever counted directly?

2. What halacha  about counting people do we learn from the second posuk ?

3. How was Moshe shown the half-Shekel? What else was he shown in this way?

4. How many zuzim ! in a Shekel? How many geira ! in a zuz !?

5. Why is the word terumah  mentioned three times?

6. How did they spend the silver from the two counts?

7. Why was the count exactly the same both times? Was there a miracle in it?

8. What was the kiyor !? Who used it? For what?

9. Which halacha  is derived from the parsha  of kiyor !?

10. What did the oil contain besides the olive oil?

11. What was this oil used for? What are the opinions of Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Meir on the
preparation of this oil?

12. What was the weight of the aromatic herbs? The measure of the oil?

13. ÒAnything touching them  should become holy .Ó Touching whom? Holy for what?

14. Our Sages said that all of the oil remained intact. How do we know?

15. What are the two prohibitions about the oil? Punishment for transgressing?

16. How many herbs were used for the ketores  (incense)? How many are mentioned?

17. One of the herbs didnÕt have a good aroma. Which? What do we learn from this fact?

18. Into how many portions was it divided? Why? What about the extras?

19. How does Rashi explain chochma !, tevuna !, daas!? Is this similar to the explanation given in
Tanya for chochma !, binah !, daas!? How?

20. Why is the subject of Shabbos mentioned here?

21. Shabbos is a sign between Hashem and the Jews. How?

22. For whom is this sign intended? Purpose?

23. What are the punishments for desecrating the Shabbos? beshogeig !, bemeizid !, behasraah !?

24. Why is Shabbos called Shabbos Shabbaton ? What else is called by this title?

25. Prove that the Torah is not necessarily arranged in chronological order.

26. What wording is used in the Hebrew version of the above rule?

27. Why is the Torah likened to a kallah !? (Two reasons.)

28. How was it possible for Moshe to learn the whole Torah in such a short time?

29. How did the people mistakenly decide that Moshe was late in his return?

30. Which two things did the Satan do to confuse the people?

31. Prove that they only asked for a leader to substitute for Moshe, not for a deity.
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32. Why did Aharon decide to ask for the womenÕs and childrenÕs  jewelry?

33. Who actually donated the jewelry? Proof?

34. After Aharon threw the gold into the fire, who  produced the egel hazahav ! (golden calf)? (Two
opinions.)

35. Prove that the mixed multitude of erev rav  (Egyptian converts) started the whole thing.

36. Why did Aharon feel forced to announce a celebration for them? Why for the next  day?

37. Why didnÕt he ask them to build the altar instead of building it himself?

38. What happened to Chur? Why? How was he related to Aharon?

39. Why was it so easy for them to get up early the next morning? Did they awaken so quickly for
Matan Torah ? What can we learn from it?

40. What kind of mussar  did Moshe get from the Heavenly Court?

41. Why does it say ÒYour  nation sinnedÓ rather than Ò the  nationÓ?

42. Why were the Jews called a stiff-necked people?

43. How did Moshe get the hint that prayer might still help?

44. What reason did Moshe give to Hashem not to be angry at them?

45. Why did he mention here the three Patriarchs?

46. How did Hashem respond to MosheÕs prayers?

47. On which days do we read MosheÕs prayer in the Torah? Why?

48. ÒThey (the tablets) are the doings of Hashem.Ó Give two interpretations for this.

49. When Yehoshua said, ÒHear a sound of war in the camp,Ó what did Moshe answer?

50. What reason did Moshe have (from a halacha ) to break the Luchos  (tablets)?

51. Why did Moshe give the people to drink from the water (with the gold-dust of the golden calf)?

52. Three different punishments were given there for three different groups. How?

53. What did Aharon answer when Moshe asked him about the egel?

54. Did any of the LeviÕim participate in the chet haÕegel (sin of the calf)? Proof?

55. What did Moshe command the LeviÕim to do? Why was it so difficult for the LeviÕim?

56. MosheÕs prayer was already accepted (see 32:14); why did he have to plead for them again? (see
32:30.)

57. What explanation (or cause) did Moshe offer to Hashem for this great sin?

58. In the parable in Rashi for above why does it say that ÒHe gave him food and drinkÓ (i.e., the
father gave to the son)?

59. Moshe said, ÒErase me from Your book.Ó Why? What did Hashem answer?

60. How did Hashem make the nationÕs punishment easier? Why was He sending an angel with
them?

61. ÒGo up  from here.Ó (33:1) Why is ÔupÕ used here? (Two reasons.)

62. Why are only six  nations mentioned here? Who was the seventh? Where was he?
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63. What reason did Hashem give for not wanting to lead them?

64. ÒAnd the people heard this bad thing ,Ó etc. (33:4) Which thing? How did they react?

65. How long does HashemÕs anger last? Who tried to use it against the Jews?

66. What immediate punishment did they get?

67. Why did Moshe remove his tent from the camp? How far did he move?

68. What name did Moshe give his tent? Who usually came to see him there?

69. Who else, besides the Jewish people, came to see Moshe? Proof?

70. What did the people do when seeing Moshe leave the camp? Any parallel today?

71. What did the people do after  Moshe arrived at his tent? Why?

72. During which period did Moshe hear HashemÕs voice at his  tent? Why not afterwards?

73. ÒAnd he returned to the camp.Ó (33:11) Why did he have to return ? (Two reasons.)

74. What did Moshe request in pesukim  33:12-13? What was the response?

75. What did Moshe request after the first response of Hashem? What else did Moshe ask? What
was the response?

76. Then Moshe asked another favor. What? What was the answer to him?

77. What did Moshe learn from this answer? Do we use it? When?

78. What special promise did Moshe get concerning the 13 Attributes of Mercy?

79. What was the reason given why Moshe couldnÕt see all he wanted to see?

80. Is Hashem in the world or is the world in Hashem? What Name of Hashem tells us this?

81. From what Moshe saw we learn that Hashem Ôputs on tefillin.Õ How?

82. How did Moshe get rich? How were the second Luchos  different than the first?

83. In the mashal  that Rashi brings (34:1), who are the maids? Who is the bride?

84. How was the giving  of the second Luchos  different than the giving of the first? Why? What kind
of proper behavior do we derive from here?

85. Why is Hashem mentioned twice in the 13 Attributes of Mercy? Explain. Why the need for
mercy before the sin?

86. Explain the following (two meanings): notzer chesed laÕalafim; noseh avon vafesha; vechatah;
venakeh; lo yenakeh .

87. Prove that the midoh tovah  is 500 times  greater than the midoh poranius .

88. When do children get punished for the parentsÕ sins?

89. After Moshe heard the 13 Attributes of Mercy, what request did he make? What was the
response?

90. Why is eating from the idol sacrifices considered so terrible?

91. Why is there a commandment to chop of the head of a firstborn donkey (sometimes)?

92. ÒThey shouldnÕt come empty handed to see me.Ó (34:20) What are the two meanings here?

93. ÒAnd you shall rest from plowing and harvesting.Ó What does this teach us about Shabbos?
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What other interpretation is there concerning the laws of the seventh year (Shmittah)?

94. Why are some prohibitions (and mitzvos) repeated several times in the Torah?

95. What promise is given to those who go up to the Beis Hamikdash  for the holidays ( Yom Tov
aliyas haregel )?

96. Prove that chicken with milk is not prohibited from the Torah.

97. How do we know that itÕs forbidden to write down Torah ShebeÕal Peh (Oral Law)? Then why do
we have Mishna, Gemora, Shulchon Oruch ?

98. How do we see the strong destructive power of sin? Where did Moshe get his holy light rays?

99. Why did Moshe use a mask? How did he teach the Torah to the Jewish people?

Extra

100. When else do we read the first part of this parsha?

101. When do we recite the pesukim  of veshomru ! (31:16)?

102. When do we read (from the Torah) pesukim  34:1-10? Why?

103. When do we read pesukim  33:12-34:10?

104. How many mitzvos are written in this parsha , positive and negative?

105. Why didnÕt Yehoshua know what was going on at the camp?

106. Which [yomim-tovim]  (holidays) are not  mentioned in this parsha ? Why?
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